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August. And its importance to the Family Historian 

In the original Roman calendar the month of August was originally named 
Sextilis in Latin, because it was the sixth month in the original ten-month 
Roman calendar under Romulus in 753 BC, when March was the first 
month of the year.  

About 700 BC it became the eighth month when January and February 
were added to the year before March by King Numa Pompilius, who also 
gave it 29 days. 

When Julius Caesar created the Julian calendar in 45 BC, two days were 
added giving the month 31 days. In 8 BC the month was later renamed 
Augustus in honour of the first emperor of Rome, Caesar Augustus. 
(despite common belief, he did not take a day from February. 
  
In the Southern Hemisphere, August is the seasonal equivalent of 
February in the Northern Hemisphere.

Welcome to our August 
eNewsletter
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STOP PRESS -STOP PRESS -STOP PRESS -STOP PRESS 
The AGM is the 5th of September.  

This will take place at our usual venue.  
St Hughs Catholic Littlemoor. 

                                  
However we are moving.  
Sadly due to closure of St Hugh’s Catholic Church  
on Littlemoor, we are going to be moving but we will make 
sure everyone knows where we are moving our monthly 
meetings too.  

Some venues are now on the short list and still under review 
and we will let you all know as soon as possible.  
Dena  

I can be contacted on 01246 851954 email: 
secretary@cadfhs.org.uk 
 



A CADFHS ‘How to document?’ 

Guidance to: 

Constructing your family history case study. 

A case study would be an account of someone or event that you have 
researched and when written down could help others through your own 
experience. 

What is your story? What did you set out to do maybe? 

May be events just unravelled by accident. 

What methods of exploration did you use and  what was the outcomes? 

Showing your problems and solutions? 

Brick walls. 

Help wanted? 

Help given? 

Resources? 

Problems that have not yet been resolved?  

What lessons that you may have learned? 

Over the past four years we have encouraged  
members to send us Case Studies 

What are they? I hear you say, so here is a little ‘how to document’ to 
discover how you can take part!  

Also on page [4] member Sue Purdy has submitted the following Case 
Study:  

MAY (EMILY??) YOUNG 
AND THE BABY IN THE GRAVE

More Case studies can be found in the member area of our 
website 

http://cadfhs.org/case-studies-display/
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MAY (EMILY??) YOUNG 

AND THE BABY IN THE GRAVE 

My maternal great grandparents were a bit of a nightmare to locate.  This was largely 
due to the fact that my gt grandfather, his brothers and their father were gardeners 
and moved around to various large estates during the course of their working lives.  
This resulted in children being born in varying parts of the country.  My grandfather 
(George William Young) was born in London, his two elder siblings  (Harry and 
Eleanor) were born in Wales, his younger brother (Frank) in Kettering and another 
sister who appeared on a census, Emily, I still had to trace.  I found this strange as I 
was always told by my mother that my grandfather had a sister named May who died 
when they lived at Sutton Coldfield at the age of 18 from scarlet fever, so there should 
have been one more, but no May showed up on any census.  I didn’t know where she 
fitted in age wise with the other children.  My mother was always told that she had the 
name May (Dorothy May) after this sister of my grandfather.  My mother was adamant 
that May was buried in the Old Cemetery at Sutton, and told me she had spent many 
hours looking round the graves when she was young trying to find one for her, not 
realising that grave stones cost money and not everyone could afford one.  I began to 
think that this story was all a figment of Mom’s imagination until one day a friend was 
looking on Ancestry and got in touch with me to say someone had put my 
grandfather’s YOUNG family on and that it was all correct, they even had my 
grandfather’s army papers. 

I decided to get in touch with this person, as she had everything in my family 
tree correct I thought there must be something in it.  I asked if she thought we 
were related and she replied that it was a bit of a strange story.  That was 
rather an understatement!  She had lived in Sutton Coldfield when she was a 
child and her parents had 8 children.  The last one, a little girl called Joy, had 
died at the age of a few months in 1964.  She remembered the baby dying and 
then she was never talked about again.  She visited Sutton a few years ago and 
decided to see if she could find out where her little sister was buried. 
Birmingham cemeteries and crematoriums were not exactly helpful to her, an 
experience I had had in the past, but she finally managed to find where she was 
buried. She was horrified to find that she was buried with someone else, the 
someone else being an Emily Young!  The surname of this baby was Young so 
she had naturally assumed that it was a family member and had researched on 
that basis.  Little did she know she had solved several mysteries for me.  
cont’ 

Case Study 

      Sue Purdy 

      Member no 444 
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Cont’d	  from	  page	  4.	  
She had a copy of the death certificate of a May Emily Young which showed that she died on 
18th November 1910 from Scarlet Fever in the Fever Hospital at Perry Bar aged 18. She was a 
domestic servant at the time. The death was registered by her mother Eleanor Jane Young, my 
Gt Grandma.  So this was the Emily who appeared on the census, using what I assumed had 
been her second name.  I looked up my census record of Emily and noted the place of birth, 
which was registered at Cuckfield, Sussex and looked for a May Emily Young in the right year.  
No combination of Emily and May came up - but there was a May.  As this was the only one 
that fitted I sent for the birth certificate and it turned up trumps.  MAY YOUNG, Father Henry, a 
gardener at Nymans (now National Trust), mother Eleanor.  So mother was right, I should 
have known!  The family were very prone to giving themselves names that they hadn’t got, 
usually family names, and May had an aunt Emily which presumably is where she got it from.  
May was two years older than my grandfather and so would have been the one closest to him.  
He would have felt the loss of his sister greatly at the age of 16. 

Knowing that babies were often buried with other people, usually relations, I can only assume 
that as this grave hadn’t been used for about 50 years when baby Joy was buried there and 
the surname was the same, that this was the reason.  Her parents didn’t have much money at 
the time.  Whether permission was obtained from my family I will never know but the lady 
who did the research said that she felt better knowing who the person was who had been 
“looking after” her sister.  I can’t thank her enough, it has saved me a lot of time looking for 
two people.   The moral being leave no stone unturned, even if it is a gravestone! 

When I read this it reminded me of a situation in my family.  
My brother and his wife lost a little boy 40 years ago last April. 
He lived about five hours. At that time, the baby was christened but everything was much more 
clinical and not like today when people feelings are taken into consideration.  
So in my nephew’s case, there was no funeral and all was taken care of and all we knew was that he 
was buried in Old Whittington Church yard and that he had been buried with someone else. 
Over the years my sister in law has often said that she would like to know where he is.  
Last year we found him.  
I had a word with the vicar following my great nieces christening there and at first she told me that 
she had never heard of babies being buried with anyone else. Then she made further enquiries and 
this was also confirmed to be the case, so I thought best let it drop and then out of the blue the 
Vicar rang me and said that she had found him and he was indeed buried with someone else and her 
name was Mary *****. 
I can’t tell you how I felt when I went to tell them he was found. I told my brother first as my sister 
in law was not there and when she walked in my brother just said to her has she walked in, “she has 
found ya baby” and of course tears streamed as she said “you haven’t?” She was over the moon 
through her tears. They have since been reunited and she now visits his grave on his birthday, 
Christmas and whenever she likes.  
Foot note  
The vicar could not have been more helpful. She said she would say a few word at the grave if we 
wished which we said yes please, but then it poured it down so she arranged a service for him in the 
Church and had the open Parish record book at his entry so that we could see it.  
All in all she was wonderful.  
When Daniel was born on the 18th of April 1976, we had had another nephew born on the 12th of 
April, and then another nephew born in the November, so this must have been particularly difficult 
for my brother and his wife to watch those boys grow up. 
But in the 40th year we found and reconnected with Daniel in his rightful place, between the other 
two other boy’s 40th birthdays.  
Around 30 of us gathered at the Church and then at the grave. Aunties, Uncles, cousins and their 
children to say hello and goodbye, closure as he is laid to rest properly. 
Dena
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This society belongs to it’s members. Maybe you don’t have the 
time to commit to being on the committee!  

But still would like to help, be involved? 
Speak to us. 

YOU, our members are the future of CADFHS. 

secretary@cadfhs.org

Could this be you?  
Committee Members needed. 

      We need new and inspired members to get involved. 
Please put let us know and you can be proposed and 2nded in 
time for the Septembers AGM

NOTICES 
Where ‘your’ help is wanted please?

6.

New Treasurer required! 
Are you ok with a spreadsheet? If so this 

could be for you. If not that is still ok. 
You will be fully supported 

Ken Sanderson our Treasurer 
will be stepping down as Treasurer at the AGM in September. 

We would like to thank Ken for doing a sterling job. 



AGM SEPT' 5TH 2017  
6:45 7:30 Registration and Welcome drinks and buffet. 

We want to make this evening special  and to say thank 
you for your support over the year. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW if you are attending so that we can assess number for catering. 

HAS OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING LOOMS  
THIS IS A PLEA FOR YOUR HELP.  

A thought! 
When we join a society like ours we all come with  

a variable and valuable set of skills. 

So here are a few things that we need help with and maybe you can help with? 
Every one has something. 

     * Brawn to help set up the room on Tuesday evenings. And those without 
    brawn too. ;o) 

     * A write up writer re the Monthly Meetings. 
     * People with computer skills, research skills, various business 
        skills that are needed. 
     * Take part in projects. 
     * I need an assistant secretary.  
     * Researchers, who will help others. 

Our current Treasurer Ken  Sanderson is standing down at the AGM  
so we need new TREASURER / accounts person 

This person will be offered help and support into the role. 

Storage 
We will also be needing storage room shortly. 
We are also looking for a small room to hold Committee future meetings. Maybe you 
know somewhere?   

Everyone can make a difference to 'Your' society.  

Please drop me an email or call me.  
I am happy to take calls at other times as it can be difficult at the meeting 
evening.  An answer machine is in operation at times please leave a 
message and I will call you back. 

Dena 01246 851954 
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Date Forth coming events

Aug 1st 2017 Green Men  
Patrick McClaughlan 

Sept 5th 2017 

6:45pm for 7:30pm

Chesterfield & District Annual General Meeting 

Registration and Reception with Buffet at 6:45 pre AGM 
Meeting will begin at 7:30pm  

Sept 14th 2017 Bristol & Avon FHS Family History Society Family History Fair 

October 14th 2017 Doncaster Family & Local History Fair (with Craft Stalls)

2018 
May 19th

Provional date for: CADFHS’s 2018 SHOW CASE EVENT 
Family History, Local History and Heritage with Craft stalls.

click here for:  
An online calendar of GENealogical EVents and Activities 

Sept 30th 
Mosborough Community History Day. 
Joseph Stone Centre, School Street. 

October

November
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Events coming up at the 
Derbyshire Records Office 

‘previous information 
amended’ 

Monthly Meetings
First  Tuesday of the Month

Everyone is welcome so do introduce a friend

2.00 members and £3.00 guests.Includes complimentary refreshments.
 7pm for 7.30pm
more details visit

by kind permission of 
Twisted Twiggs & Gnarled Branches 
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Click icon to visit  
the Archives now

This month’s website 

This is brilliant, you can set up the 
maps so that yo can view for free 

old and new at the same time. 

Side By Side Maps - Library of Scotland 



Scarsdale 100 Area

The area that CADFHS covers.

Would you like to help with this Project?
We are wanting a photograph of a church near you! In the 

area CADFHS covers which is the Scarsdale 100 area. 
see map above

Check for missing churches here:
http://cadfhs.org/parish-churches-and-places-of-worship/

Send your photos to web master - martin_mosley@me.com

********
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